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fONSTITUTION Ao Omter
OF THE

STATE OF MINNESOTA.

PREAMBLE.

WE, the people of the State of Minnesota, grateful to
God for our civil and religious liberty, and desiring to 5,y
perpetuate its blessings, and secure the same to ocurselves
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitu-
tion :

ARTICLE I.—BILrL or RigHTS.

Skorion 1. Government is instituted for the security, of
benefit and protection of the people, in whom all political freae * "
power is inherent, together with the right to alter, modify
or reform such governmont, whenever the public good
may require it.

Sko. 2. No member of this state shall be disfran- cwit riga se-
chised, or deprived of any of the rights or privileges
secured to any citizen thereof, unless by the law of the
land, or the judgment of his peers. There shall be neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the state, otherwise
than in the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted.

Sko. 3. The liberty of the press shall forever remain
inviolate, and all persons may freely speak, write and Libety of the
publish their sentiments on all subjects, being responsible ©
for the abuse of such right.

3
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Rghtof pial by SEC. 4, The right of trial by jury sball remain invio-
durr. late, and shall extend to all cases of law without regard
to the amount in controversy, but a jury frial may be
waived by the parties in all cases, in the manner pre-
gcribed by law. :
Fxomsive bal— SEO. 5. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor shall
o™ excessive fines be imposed; nor shall cruel or unusual
puaishments be inflicted.
SEc. 6. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall
Orlminn) Brose- enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an im-
ofaccused,  partial jury of the county or district wherein the crime
shall bave been committed, which county or district shall
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be
confronted with the witnesses against him, to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and
to have the assistance of counsel in his defence.
Sgo. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a erim-
Oriminai prose. 1081 offense unless on the presentment or indictment of a
cutleon Tightsof gvand jury, except in cases of impeachment, or in cases
ors of mbes gogmizable by justices of the peace, or arising in the army
" . OF DAYy, or in the militia when in actuoal service in time
of war or public danger, and no person for the same of-
fense shall be put twice in jeopardy of punishment, nor
shall be compelled in any criminal case to [be] witness
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or prop-
erty, without due process of law. All persons shall
before conviction be bailable by sufficient sureties, except
for capital offenses, when the proof is ovident or the pre-
sumption great; and the privilege of the writ ot Zabeas
corpus shall not be suspended, unless, when in cases of
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require.
Redress of mju. SEOC. 8. Every person is entitled to a certain remedy
esandwrongs. jp the laws for all injuries or wronga which he may re-
ceive in his person, property or character; he ought to
obtain justice freely and without purchase; completely
and without denial; promptly and without delay, con.
formable to the lawa. -
roaswon sgaint~ SEC. 9.  Treason against the state shall consist only
Vho state. in levying war against the same, or in adhering to its
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall
be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open
court.
Sec. 10. The right of the people to be secure in their
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persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable Rightsof the pec-
gearches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no war- Peasonatie’ seia-
rant shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by "= seeh.

oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place

to be searched, and the person or things to be seized.

SEc. 11. No bill of aitainder, ex post faclo law, nor Proutvition of
any law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall ever ';‘,"g?‘.’.‘,’,‘éﬁ
be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of 52stues
blood or forteiture of estate.

Sec. 12. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in
ibis state, but this shall not prevent the legislature from en protibiues.
providing for imprisonment, or holding to bail peraons
charged with fraud ip contracting said debt. A reasonable pyumpyen o
amount of property shall he exempt from seizure or sale, Bropenty trem
for the payment of any ebt or liability : the amount of
such exemption ehall be d<termined by law.

SEc. 13. Private proparty shall not be taken for pub- prvae property
lic use without just compensation therefor, first paid and fr poblic uss,
secured.

Sec. 14. The military shall be subordinate to the civil standing
power, and no standing army shall be kept up in this """
state in time of peace.

SEo. 15. All lands within the state are declared 0 be ¢4 aeciared
allodial, and feudal tenures of every description, with all alodial—iessus,
their incidents, are prohibited, Leases and grants of )
agricultural lands for a longer period than twenty-one
years, hereafter made, in which shall be reserved any
rent or service of any kind, shall be void.

SEc. 16. The enumeration of rights in this constitu- .
tion, shall not be construed to deny or impair others Te- gou vener oo
tained by and inherent in the people. The right of every “a=
man to worship God according to the dictates of his own
conscience shall never be infringed, nor shall any man be
compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of
worship, or to maintain any religious or ecclesiastical
ministry against his consent ; nor shall any control of, or
interference with the rights of consecience be permitted,
or any preference be given by law to any religions estab-
lishment or made of worship; but the liberty of con-
science hereby secured, shall not be po construed as to
excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsis-
tent with the peace or safety of the state, nor shall any
money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any
religious societies, or rehgious or theological seminaries.

SEc. 17. No religivus test or amount of property
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No redglous test shall ever be required as a qualification for any office of

betonrer public trust under the state. No religious test or amount

Shoetode 7 of property shall ever be required as & qualification of
any voter at any election in this state; nor shall any
person be rendered incompetent to give evidence in any
court of law or equity, in consegeunce of his opinion upon
the subject of religion.

ARTICLE II.—Ox NAME AND BOUNDARIES.

8 Seorrow 1. This state shall be called and known by
s the name of the state of Minnesota, and shall consist of
and have jurisdiction over the territory embraced in the
Boundariss, followin% boundaries, to wit : Beginning at the point in the
centre of the main channel of the Red River of the Narth,
where the boundary line between the United States and
the British Possessions crosses the same; thence up the
main channel of said river to that of the Bois des Sioux
River; thence up the main channel of said river to Lake
Traverse; thence up the centre of said lake to the south-
ern extremity thereof; thence in a direct line to the head
of Big Stone Lake; thence through its centre fo its out-
let ; thence by a due south line to the north line of the
atate of Yowa; thence east along the northern boundary
of said state to the main channel of the Mississippi River ;
thence up the main channel of eaid river and following
the boundary of the state of Wisconsin until the same
intetsects the St, Liouis River ; thence down the said river
to and through Lake Superior, on the boundary line of
Wiscongin and Michigan, until it interscots the dividing
line between the United States and British Possessions;
thence up Pigeon River and following said dividing line
to the place of beginning.

Skc. 2. The state of Minnesota shall have concurreat
jurisdiction on the Miasissippi, and on all other rivers
and waters bordering on the said state of Minnesota, so

Julstiction oa  far s the same ghall torm a common boundary to said
tedvem. state, and any other state or states now or hereafter to
be formed by the same; and said river and waters, and
" navigable waters leading into the same, shall bo cotamon
highways, and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of
said state as to other citizens of the United States, with-

out any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor.

Seo. 8, The prepositions contained in the act of con-
gress entitled ¢ An act to authorize the people of the
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. territory of Minnesota to form a constitution and state Acceptanseotthe
vernment, preparatory to their admission into the Iisain the -
nion on an equal footing with the original slates,” are 288

hereby accepted, ratified and confirmed, and shall re-

main irrevocable without the consent of the United

States ; and it is hereby ordained that this state shall

never interfere with the primary disposal of the soil

within the same, by the United States, or with any regu-

lations congress may find necessary for securing the title

to said soil to bona fide purchasers thereof; and no tax

shall be imposed on lands belonging to the United States,

and in no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed

higher than residents.

ARTICLE III,—DisTRIBUTION OF THE POWERS OF
' (GOVERNMENT,

Seorron 1. The powers of government shall be di-
vided into three distinct depariments, legislative, execu- Zowerm of sov-
tive and judicial; and no person or persons belonging to
or constituting one of these departments, shall exercise
any of the powers properly belonging to either of the
others, except in the instances expressly provided in this
congtitution.

ARTICLE IV,—LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Seorion 1.  The legisiature of the state shall consist
of a senate and house of representatives, who shall Leshisturs of(he
meet at the seat of governmont of the state, at such | ]aopted Nov.
times as shall be prescribed by law ;~[but no session shall *
exceed the term of sixty days.] v :

Seo. 2. The number of members who compose the wamberof mem-
senate and. house of representatives shall be prescribed jon nor apper-
by law, but the representation in the senate shall never Heas.
exceed one member for every five thousand inhabitants,
and in the house of representatives one member for
every two thousand inhabitants, The represeatation in
both houses shall be apportioned equally throughout the
different portions of the state, in proportion to the pop-
ulation thereof, exclusive of Indians not taxable under
the provisions of law.

SEc. 8. Each house shall be the judge of the election
returns, and eligibility of its own members; a majority eiection of mem-
of each shall constitute a guorum to transact business, syha =
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but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and

compel the attendance of absent members in such manner

and under such penalties as it may provide.

Sec. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its
proceedings, sit upon its own adjournment, punish its
members for disorderly behaviour, and with the concur-
rence of two-thirds, expel a member; but no member
shall be expelled a second time for the same offense.
siotiomorprest.  OEC: 5. The house of representatives shall elect its
dingofioers,  presiding officer, and the senate and house of represen-

tatives shall elect such other officers as may be provided
by law; they shall keep journals of their proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same, and the yeas and
nays, when taken on any question, shall be entered on
such journals.

Sko. 6. Neither house shall, during the session of the
ooy v legislature, adjourn for more than three days, (Sundays
excepted,) dor to any other place than that in which the
two houses shall be assembled, without the consent of

the other house.
! Sec. 7. The compensation of senators and represen-

OQompenmtion of tatives shall be three dollars per diem during the first
session, but may afterwards be prescribed by law. But
no incresse of compensation shall be presecribed which
shall take effect during the period for which the members
of the existing house of representatives may have been
elected.

Privlteges af Sec. 8. The members of each house shall in all cases,
except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be priv-
ileged from arrest during the session of their respective
houses, ang in going to or returning from the same. For
any speech or debate in either house they shall not be
questioned in any other place.

SEc. 9. No senator or representative shall, during

" Restrictions o the time for which he is elected, hold any office under the

cther omees. ® BUthority of the United States, or the state of Minnesota,
except that of postmaster ; and no senator or represen-
tative, shall hold any office uander the state which had
been created, or the emoluments of which had been in-
creased during the session of the legislature of which
he was a member, until one year after the expiration of
his term ot office in the legislature.

Bils torrevenus, . SEC. 10. Al bills for raising a revenue shall originate

originates where. in the house of representatives, but the senate may pro.
pose and concur with amendments as on other bills.

Government of
each house.
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SEo. 11. Every bjll which shall have passed the sen- Pasmage of tils—

ate and house of representatives, in conformity to the coms Jawn, by
rules of each houge and the joint rules of the two houses, Frovar-notwiis-
shall before it becomes & law be presented to the governor 25y 1% "™
of the state. If he approve he shall sign and deposit “=*

it in the office of secretary of state for preservation,

and notify the house where it originated ot the fact. But

if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house

in which it shall have originated, when such objections

shall be entered at large on the journal of the same, and

the house shall proceed to reconsider the bill. If, after

such reconsideration, two thirds of that house shall agree

to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objec-

tions, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, and if it be approved by two-thirds of that

house, it shall become a Jaw. But in all such cases the

votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and

nays, and the names of the persons voting for or against

the bill shall be entered on the journal of each house
respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the

-governor within three days, (Sundays excepted,) after

it shall have. been presented to him, the same shall be a

law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the legis-

lature, by adjournment within that time, prevent its re-

turn, in which case it shall not be a law. The governor

may ‘approve, sign and file in the office of the secretary

of state, within three days after the adjournment of the
legislature, any act passed during the three last days of

the session, and the same shall become a law.

Seo. 12. No money shall be appropriated except by ARgerrigteatof
bill. Every order, resolution or vete requiring the con- e
currence of the two houses, (except such as relate to the
business of adjournment of the same,) shall be presented
to the governor for his signature, and before the same
shall take effect shall be approved by him, or being re-
turned by him with his objections, shall be re-passed by
two-thirds of the members of the two houses, according
to the rules and limitations prescribed in case of a bill.

Sec. 13. The style of all laws of this state shall be:
-¢¢ Be it enacted by the legislature of the state of Minne- gosctng claase
gota.” No laws shall be passed unless voted for by a °f's™
majority of all the members elected to each branch of the
legislature, and the vote entered upon the journal of each
‘bouse.

SEc. 14. The house of representatives shall have the
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sole power of impeachment, through a concurrence of a
majority of all the members elected to seats therein. All
impeachments shall be tried by the senate; and when
sitting tor that purpose the senators shall be upon oath
or affirmation to do justive according to law and evidence.
No person shall be convicted without the concurrence of
two-thirds of the members present.

8ec. 15. The legislature shall have full power to ex-
clude from the privilege of electing or being elected, any
person convicted of bribery, perjury, or any other infa-
mous crime.

Srq. 16. Two or more members of either house shallk
have liberty to dissent and protest against any act or resolu-
tion which they may think injurious to the public or to any
individual, and have the reason of their dissent entered:
on the journal.

Sko. 17. The governor shall issue writs of election
to fill such vacancies as may occur in either house of the-
legislature. The legislature shall prescribe by law the
manner in which evidence in cases of contested seats in
either house shall be taken.

Seo. 185. Eack house may punish by imprisonment,
during its session, any person not a member who shall be
guilty of any disorderly or contemptuous behaviour in.
their presence; but no such imprisonment shall at any
time exceed twenty-four hours.

SEc. 19. Each house shall be open to the public during.
the sessions thereof, except in such cases as in their
opinion may require secresy.

SEc. 20. Every bill shall be read on three different
days in each separate honse, unless in case of urgency
two-thirds of the house where such bill is depending,
shall deem it expedient to dispense with this rule; and
no bill shall be passed by either house until it shall have
been previously read twice at lehgth.

Skc. 21. Every bill having passed both houses, shall
be carefully enrolled, and shall be signed by the presiding.
officer of each house. Any presiding officer refusing to
sign a bill which shall have previously passed both houses,
shall thereafter be incapable of holding a seat in either
branch of the legislature, or hold any other office of honor
or profit in the state; and in case of such refusal, each.
house ghall, by rule, provide the manner in which such
bill shall be properly certified for presentation to the-
governor.
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Skc. 22. No bill shall be passed by either house of Pasmgeoftils

the legislature upon the day prescribed for the adjourn- sa proibied,
ment of the two houses. But this section shall not be so

construed as to preclude the enrollment of a bill, or the

signature and passage from one house to the other, or the

reports thereon from committees, or its transmission to

the executive for his signature.

Seo. 28. The legislature shall provide by law for the cersus whenta.
enumeration of the inhabitants of this state in the year So s sepor-
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, and every
tenth year thereafter. At their first session after each
enumeration so made, and al=o at their first session after
each envmeration made by the authority of the United
States, the legislature shall have the power to prescribe

. the bounds of congressional, senatorial and representa-
tive districts, and to apportion anew the senators and
representatives among the several districts according to
“the provisions of section second of this article.

SEc. 24. The senators shall also be chosen by single
districts of convenient contiguous territory, at the same Fiectin of Sens-
time that the members of the house of representatives
are required to be chosen, and in the same manner, and
no representative district shail be divided in the formation
of a senate district, The senate districts shall be num-
bered in regular series, and the senators chosen by the
districts designated by odd numbers shall go out of office
at the expiration of the first year, and the senators chosen
by the districts designated by even numbers shall go out
of office at the expiration of the second year; and there-
after the senators shall be chosen for the the term of two
years, except there shall be an entire new election of all
the senators at the election next succeeding each new
apportionment provided for in this article.

SEo. 25. Senators and representatives shall be qual- g umscatons of
ified voters of the state, and shall have resided one year member
in the state and six months immediately preceding the
election in the district from which they are elected.

. SE0. 26. Members of the senate of the United States

from this state shall be elected by the two houses of the U 3eaters.
legislature in joint convention, at such times and in such

manner as may be provided by law.

SE0. 27, No law shall embrace more than one subject, Laws to embrace
which shall be expressed in its title. ome ol

SEo. 28. Divorces shall not be granted by the legis- pirorces.
lature.

4
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Oath of office, Skc. 29. All members and officers of both branches
of the legislature shall, before entering upon the duties
of their respective trusts, take and snbscribe an oath or
affirmation to support the constitution of the United
States, the constitution of the state of Minnesota, and
faithfully and impartially to discharge thé duties devolving
upon him as such member or officer.

Muoeratvotiog. SEC. 30. In all elections to be made by the legislature,
the members thereof shall vote viva voce, and their votes
shall be entered on the journal.

rotterteaprotits.  SEC. 81, The legislature shall never authorize any

ted, lottery, or the sale of lottery ticketa.

Seo. 82a. Any law providing for the repeal or amend-
ment of any law or laws heretotore or hereafter enacted,
which provides that any railroad company now existing .

o 15" in this state, or operating its road therein, or which may
be hereafter organized, shall in lieu of all other taxes and
assessments upon their real estate, roads, rolling stock,
and other personal property, at and during the time

Ooncerning tax- 80 periods therein specified, pay into the treasury of

Sompanies, this state a certain per centage therein mentioned of the
gross earnings of such railroad companies now existing
or hereafter organized, shall before the same shall take
effect or be in force, be submitted to a vote of the people
of the state, and be adopted and ratified by a majority of,
the electors of the state voting at th?)lection at which
the same shall be submitted to them.

Sec. 325. All lands donated to the state of Minnesota

S on 5 8" for the purpose of internal improvement, under the eighth
section of the act of congress approved September fourth,
eighteen hundred and forty-one, being ¢ an act to appro-
priate the proceeds of the sales of the public la.ndas, aﬂid
to grant pre-emption rights,” shall be appraised and sold,

ment Tacar wew in the same manner gld by the same officers, and the

e earened minimum price shall be the same as is provided by law

ceedstovested, for the appraisement and sale of the school lands, under
the provisions of title one (1,) of chapter thirty-eight
(38,) of the general statutes, except the modifications
hereinafter mentioned. All moneys derived from the
eales of tho said lands shall be invested in the bonds of
the United States, or of the state of Minnesota, issued
since 1860, and the moneys so invested shall constitute the
internal improvement land fund of the state. All moneys
received by the county treasurer under the provisions of
titleone (1,) chapter thirty-eight (38) aforesaid, derived
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from the sale of the internal improvement lands, shall be
held at all times subject to the order and direction of the
state treasurer, for the benefit of the fund to which it
belongs; and on the fifteenth day of June in each year,
and at such other times as he may be requested so to do
by the state treasurer, he shall pay over to the anid state
treasurer, all moneys received on account of such fund.

The bonds purchased in accordance with this amend-
ment shall be transferable only upon the order of the
governor, and on each bond shall be written, ** Minnesota
internal improvement land fund of the state, transferable
only on the order of the governor.”

The principal sum from sll sales of internal improve-
ment Jands, shall not be reduced by any charges or costs
of officers, by fees, or by any other means whalever; and
section fifty (50,) of title one (1,) of chapter thirty-eight
(38,) ot the general statutes, shall not be applicable to
the provisions of this amendment, and wherever the
words *¢ school lands ” are used in said title, it shall read
as applicable to this amendment, ¢¢ internal improvement
lands.”

The moneys belonging to the internal improvement
land fund shall ot be appropriated for any purpose what-
ever, until the enactment for that purpose shall have been
spproved by a majority ot the electors of the state, voting
at the annual general election following the passage of
the act.

The force of this amendment shall be to authorize the
gale ot the internal improvement lands, without further
legislative enactment.

ARTICLE V.—ExeourivE DEPARTMENT.

Fuud, bow ap-

propriated

Secriox 1. The executive aepartment shall consist of Executive do-

a governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, audi- perie

tor, treasurer, and attorney general, who shall be chosen
by the electors of the state.

Seo. 2. The returns of every election for the officers
named in the foregoing section, shall be made to the sec-
retary of state, and by him transmitted to the speaker of
the house of representatives, who shall cause the same to be
opened and canvassed before both houses of the legisla-
ture, and the result declared within three days after each
house shall be organized.

Sec. 3. The term of office for the governor and lieu-

Returns of elec-
tons.
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Governerand  tenant governor shall be two years, and until their suc-
teram o¢ :::".n;i“ * cessors are chosen and qualified. Each shall have attained

Governor—hi

dutles,

the age of twenty-five (25) years, and shall have been a
bona fide resident of the state for one year next preceding
his election. Both shall be citizens of the United States.

Seo. 4. The governor shall communicate by message
to each session of the legislature such information touch-
ing the state and condition of the country as he may
deem expedient., He shall be commander-in-chief of the
military and naval forces, and may call out such forces to
execute the laws, suppress insurrection and repel invasion.
He may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal
officer in each of the executive departments, upon any
subject relating to the duties of their respective offices ;

(a.nd he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons

after conviction, for offences ntrrninst the state, except in
cases of impeachment. He shall have power, by and with
the advice and consent of the senate to appoint a state
librarian and uotaries public; ard such other officers as
may be provided by law. He shall have power to appoint
commisesioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or
other instruments in writing, to be useﬁ in the state. He
ehall have a negative upon all laws passed by the legis-
lature, under such rules and limitations as are in this con-
stitution prescribed. He may on extraordinary occasions
convene both houses of the legislature. He shall take
care that the laws be faithfully executed, fill any vacuncy
that may occur in the office of secretary of state, treasurer,
auditor, attorney general, and such other state and dis-
trict offices as may be hereafter created by law, until the
next anrnual election, and until their successors are chosen
and qualified.

Seo. 5. The official term of the secretary of state,
treasurer and attorney geusral shall be two years. The

Other execntive Official term of the auditor shall be three years, and each
ofoeretarm of ghall continue in office until his successor shail have been

office
ries,

elected and qualified. The governor’s salary for the first
term under this constitutien shall be two thousand five
hundred dollars per annum. The salary of the secretary
of state for the first term shall be fifteen hundred dollars
per annom. The auditor, treasurer and attorney general
shall, each, for the first term receive a salary of one thou-
sand dollars per annoum. And the further duties and sal-
aries of said executive officers shall each thereafter be
prescribed by law. -

Seo. 6. The lieutenant governor shall be ez-officio



STATE OF MINNESOTA. 29

president of the senate; and in case a vacancy should L. Gov
oceur, from any cause whatever, in the office of governor, b datlen.
he shall be governor during such vacancy. The compen-

sation of lieutenant governor shall be double the compen-

sation of a state senator. Before the close of each ses-

sion of the senate, they shall elect a president. pro tempore,

who shall be lieutenant governor in case a vacancy should

occur in that office.

Szo, 7. The term of each of the executive officers
named in this article, shall commence on taking the oath
of office on or after the first day of Muy, 1858, and con- Amwdment sec,
tinue until the first Monday of January, 1860, except the 1,385 **"
auditor, who shall continue in office till the first Monday
of Januvary, 1861, and until their successors shall have
been duly elected and qualified; and the same above
mentioned time for qualification and entry upon the duties dommencement
of their respective offices shall extend and apply to all *'™™ ™ *®*"
other officors elacted under the siate constitution, who
have not already taken the oath of oﬂice:}d commenced
the performance of their official duties.

Sko. 8. Each officer created by this article, shall, be- o, . .me
fore entering upon his duties, take an oath or affirmation '
to support the constitutioa of the United States, and of
this state, and faithfully discharge the duties of his office
to the best of his judgment and ability.

SEc. 9. Laws shall be passed at the first session of puues of 1egtus-
the legislature atter the state is admitted into the Union, !swe.
to carry out the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE VI.—JUDICIARY.

Seorion 1. The judicial power of the state shall be
vested in & suprems court, district courts, courts of pro- Jrdlcial power
bate, justices of the peace, and such other courts, inferior '
to the supreme court, as the legislature may from time
to time establish by & two-thirds vote.

Seo. 2. The supreme court shall consist of one chief
justice and two associate justices, but the number of the
asgociate justices may be increased fo a number not ex-
ceeding four, by the legislature, by a iwo-thirds vote,
when it shall be deemed necessary. It shall have original
jurisdiction in such remedial cases as may be prescribed
by law, and appeliate jurisdiction in all cases, both in law
and equity, but there shall be no trial by jury in said
court. It shall hold one or more terms in edch year, as

Bupreme court.
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the legisluture may direct, at the seat of government, and
the legislature may provide by a two-thirds vote, that
one term in each year shall be held in each or any judicial
district. It shall be the duty of such court to appoint a
reporter of its decisions. There shall be chosen by the
qualified electors of the state one clerk of the supreme
court, who shall hold his office for the term of three
years, and until bis successor ie duly elected and qualified,
and the judges of the supreme court, or a majority of
them, shall have the power to fill any vacancy in the office
of clerk of-the supreme court until an election can be
regularly bad.
Jndges Jof m- 0. 3. The judges of the supreme court shall be
premecourt,  alagted by the electors of the state at large, and their term
of office shall be seven years, and until their successors
are elected and qualified.

Seo. 4. The state shall be divided by the legislature
into six judicial districts, which shall be composed of
contiguous territory, be bounded by county lines, and
contain a population as nearly equal as may be practicable.
In each judicial district one judge shall be elected by the
electors thereof, who shall constitute said court, and
whose term of office shall be seven years. Every dis-
trict judge shall at the time of his election, be a resident
of the district for which he shall be elected, and shall
reside therein during his continuance in office.

Spo. 5. The district courts shall have original juris-
Dlsnlct wonrts, Giction in all civil cases, both in law and equity, where

the amount in controversy exceeds one hundred doilars,
and in all criminal cases where the punishment shall ex-
ceed three months’ imprisonment, or a fine of more than
one hundred dollars, and shall have such appellate juris-
diction as may be prescribed by law. The legislature
may provide by law that the judge of one district may
diecharge the duties of the judge of any other district
not bis own, when convenience or the public interest may
require it.

Seoc. 6. The judges of the supreme and district courts
ﬁaﬂﬂ“ﬂm"‘ shall be men learned in the law, and shall receive such
dnages- compensation at stated times, as may be prescribed by

the legislature, which compensation shall not be dimin-
ished during their continuance in office, but they shall
receive no other fee or reward for their services.

Seo. 7. There shall be established i each organized

county in the state, a probate court, which shall be a

Jndelal dstriets.
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court of record, -and be held at such times and places 88 provatecourt,
may be prescribed by law. It shall be keld by one judge,
who shall be elected by the voters of the county for the
term of two years, He shall be a resident of such
county at the time of his election, and reside therein
during his continuance in office, and his compensation
shall be provided by law. He may appoint his own clerk
where none has been elected, but the legislature may
authorize the election by the electors of any county, of
one clerk or register of probate of such county, whose
powers, duties, term of office, and compensation, shall
be prescribed by law. A probate court shall have juris-
diction over the estates of deceased persons, and persons
under guardianship; but no other jurisdiction, except as
prescribed by this constitution.

Seo. 8. The legislature shall provide for the election
of a sufficient number of justices of the peace in each
county, whose term of office shall be two years, and j.u.eotime
whose duties and compensation shall be prescribed by pesce.
law: _Provided, That no justice of the peace shall have
jurisdiction of any civil cause where the amount in con-
troversy shall exceed one hundred dollars, nor iz a crim-
inal cause where the punishment shall exceed three months’
imprisenment, or a fine of one hundred dollays, nor in
any cause involving the title to real cstate,

Seo. 9. All judges other than those provided for in ouwer;jodges
this constitution shall be elected by the electors of the
judicial district, county or city, for which they shall be
created, not for a longer term than seven years.

8ec. 10. In case the office of any judge shall become ... 17 jusg-
vacant before the expiration of the regular term for which stip.
he was elected, the vacancy shall be filled by appointment
by the governor until a successor is elected and qualitied.
And such successor shall be elected at the first annual
election that occurs more than thirty days after the va-
cancy shall have happened.

Seo. 11. The justices of the supreme court and the yuuge oot to
district courts shall hold no office under the United States, ol oiner offos
nor any other office under this state. And all votes for
either of them for any elective office under thia constitu-
tion, except a judicial office, given by the legislature or
thedpeopla, during their continuance in office, shall be
void:

Sec. 12. The legislature may at any time chenge the
number of judicial districts or their boundaries, w%xen it o et
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shall be deemed expedient, but no such change shall vacate
the office of any judge.

Olerkorauinee  SEC, 13,  There shall be elected in each county where

ourts, a district court shall he held, one clerk of said court,
whose qualifications, duties and compensation shall be
prescribed by law, and whose term of office shall be four
years.

Lemsl peadings  OEC. 14. Legal pleadings and proceedings in the courts

snd proceedings, of this state, shall be under the direction of the legisla-
ture. The style of all process shall be ¢ The State of
Minnesota,” and all indictments shall conclude ¢ against
the peace and dignity of the State of Minnesota.”

Qourt comms-  SEC. 15. The legislature may provide for the election

soner, of one person in each vrganized county in this state, to
be called a court commissioner, with judicial power and
jurisdiction not exceeding the power end jurisdiction ot
a judge of the district court at chambers ; or the legislature
may, instead of such election, confer such power and
jurisdiction upon judges of probate in the state.

ARTICLE VII.—ExrecrivE FRANCHISE.

Secrrox 1. Every male person of the age of twenty-
Electivs tran.  ON@ years or upwards, belonging fo either of the follow-
o eatt- ing classes, who shall have resided in the United States
one year, and in this state for four months next preceding
any election, shall be entitled to vote at such election, in
the election district of which he shall at the time have
been for fon days a resident, for ali officers that now are,
or hereafter may be elective by the people:
jmendedtoresd  First.—Citizens of the United States.

B Second.—Persons of foreign birth, who shall huve de-
Amenged 1o rend Clared their intention to become citizens, conformably to
thus, Nov.3,1%3. the laws of the United States upon the subject of natu-

ralization.

Third.~~Persons of mixed white and Indian blood,
who have adopted the customs and "habits of civilization.

Fourth.—Persons of Indian blood residing in this
state, who have adopted the language, customs and habits
of civilization, after an examinzfion before any district
court of the State, in such manner as may be provided
by law, and shall have been pronounced by said court
capable of enjoying the rights of citizenship within the
_state, v

Seo. 2. No person not belonging to one of the classes
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gpecified in the preceding section; no person who has Permes not en-
bgen convicted of treasongor any felony,punless restored “'*!* ™
to civil rights ; and no person under guardianship or who

may be non compos mentis or insane, shall be entitled or

permitted to vote at any election in this state.

Seo. 3. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be ___
deemed to have lost a residence by reason of his absence Lo in serieln
while employed in the service of the United States; nor ***"
while engaged upon the waters of this state or of the
United States; nor while a student of any seminary of
learning ; nor while kept at any almshouse or asylum;
nor while confined in any public prison. :

- 8k0. 4. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army Or Resacncenctac-
navy of the United States, shall be deemed a resident of Julrsd o certa
this stato, in consequence of being stationed within the
same.

Sec. 5. During the day on which any election shall on elestion day
be held, no person shall be arrested by virtue of any civil E’;?:'.."}.‘,;".ﬂ.

rocess. e
P SEo. 8. All elections shall be by ballot, except for . .. teboby
such town officers as may be directed by law to be other- batio.
wise chosen.

5Ec. 7. Every person who, by the provisions of this
article, shall be entitled to vote at any vlection, shall be Eisibity w
eligible to any office which now is, or hereafter shall be,
elective by the people in the district wherein he shall have
resided thirty days previous to said election, except as
otherwise provided in this constitution, or in the consti-
tution and laws of the United States.

ARTICLE VIII.—ScHo0oL FUNDS, EDUCATION AND
ScIENCE.

SeorioN 1. The stability of a republican form of gov- gy,
ernment depending mainly upon the intelligence of the °f pebile sheola,
people, it shall be the duty of the legislature to establish
& general and uniform system of public schools,

SEc. 2. The proceeds of such lands as are or here- Proseedsor mics
after may be granted by the United States for the use of
schools in each township in this state, shall remain a per-
petnal school fund to the state, and not more than one-
third (3) of said lands may be sold in two (2) years, one-
third (1) in five (5) years, and one-third (1) in ten (10)
years ; but the lands of the greatest valuation shall be sold
first, provided that no portion of said Jands shall be sold

5 .
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otherwise than at public sale. The principal of allfunds
arising from sales or other disposition of lands, or other
property, granted or entrusted to this state in each town-
ship for educational purposes, shall forever be preserved
inviolate and undiminished ; and the income arising from
the lease or sale of said school lands shall be distributed
to the different townships throughout the state, in propor-
tion to the number of scholars in each township, between
the ages of five and twenty-one years, and shall be faith-
fully applied to the specific objects of the original grants.
or appropriations. . .
Publicechoos tn ~ SEO. 3. The legislature shall make such provision, by
» taxation or otherwise, as, with the income arising from
the school fund, will secure 2 thorough and efficient sys-
tem of public schools in each township in the state.
Losation of the Seo. 4. The Iocation of the university of Minnesota,
7 a8 established by existing laws, is hereby confirmed, and
said institution is hereby declared to be the university of
the state of Minnesota, All the rights, immunities,
franchises and endowments heretofore granted or con-
ferred, are hereby perpetuated unto the said university,
and all lands which may be granted hereafter by congress,
or other donations for said university purposes, shall vest
in the institution referred to in this section.

ARTICLE IX,—FINANCES OF THE STATE, AND Banks
AND BANKING.

Section 1. All taxes to be raised in this state shall
Prore’n [ 1 be a8 nearly equal- as may be, and all property on which
¢ Nov. 3, taxes are to be Jevied shall have a cash valuation, and be
equalized and uniform throughout the state; [Provided,

That the legislature may, by general law or special act,

authorize municipal corporations to levy assessments for

local improvements upon the property fronting upon

such improvements, or wpon the property to be benetited

by such-improvements, without regard to a cash valuation,

and in such manner as the legislature may prescribe.],

Sec. 2. The legislature shall provide for an annuai tax
Smoutaxtoror- gufficient to defray the estimated [ordinary] expenses of
aperodnl,1the state for each year, and whenever it shall happen
1500, " that such ordinary expenses of the state for any year
shall exceed the income of the state for such year, the
legislature shall provide for levying a tax for the ensuing
year sufficient, with other sources of income, to pay the
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deficiency of the preceding year, together with the estima-
ted expenses of such ensuing year. [Butf no law levying a
tax, or making other provisions for the payment of interest
or principal of the bonds denominated ¢ Minnesota state
railroad bonds,” shall take effect or be in force until such
law shall have been submitted to a vote of the people of
the state, and adopted by a majority of the electors of
the state voting upon the same.]

Seo. 3. Laws shall be passed taxing all moneys, credits,
investments in bonds, stocks, joint stock companies, or Propertyleabject,
otherwise, and also all real and personal property, accord- )
ing to its true value in money; but public burying
grounds, public school houses, public hospitals, academies,
colleges, universities, and all seminaries of learning, all
churches, church property used for relizious purposes,
and houses of worship, institutions of purely public
charity, public property used exclusively for any public
purpose, and personal proporty to an amount not exceed-
ing in value two hundred dollars for each individual, shall,
by general laws, be exempt from taxation.

Skc. 4. Laws shall be passed for taxing the noles Propertyotbanks
and bills discounted or purchased, moneys loaned, and Hes ™™
all other property, effects, or dues of every description,
of all banks and all bankers ; so that all property employ-
ed in banking shall always be subject to a taxation equal
to that imposed on the property of individuals.

Seo. 5. For the purpose of defraying extraordinary pavec debis—
expenditures, the state may contract public dobts, but howamhoricel—
such debts shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two hun- P*” tobepeil.
dred and fifty thousand dollars; every such debt shall be
anthorized by law, for some single object, to be distinetly
specified therein ; and no such law shall take effect until
it shall have been passed by the vote of two-thirds
of the members of each branch of the legislature, to be
recorded by yeas and nays on the journals of each house
respectively ; and every such law shall levy a tax annually
suflicient to pay the anpual interest of such debt, and also
a tax sufficient to pay the priucipal of such debt within
ten years from the tinal passage of such law, and shall
specinlly appropriate the proceeds of such taxes to the
payment of such principal and interest; and such appro-
priation and taxes shall not be repealed, postponed, or
diminished, nntil the principal and nterest of such debt
shall have been wholly paid. The state shall never con-
tract any debts for works of internal improvements, or
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be a party in carrying on such works, except in cases
where grants of land or other property shall have been
made to the state, especially dedicated by the grant to
specific purposes, and in such cases the state shall devote
thereto the avails of such grants, and may pledge or ap-
propriate the revenues derived from such works in aid of
their completion.

Sec. 6. All debts authorized by the preceding section
shall be contracted by loan on state bonds, of amounts

P soatts b 1ot less than five hundred dollars each, on interest, pay-
able within ten years after the final passage of the iaw
authorizing euch debt; and such bonds shall not be sold
by the state under par. A correct registry of all such
bonds shall be kept by the treasurer, in numerical order,
80 a8 always to exhibit the number and amount unpaid,
and to whom severally made payable.

Oterpudltsdebt  Sgqg, 7, The state shall never contract any public debt,
unless in time of war, lo repel invasion or suppress insur-
rection, except in the cases and in the manner provided
in the fifth and sixth sections of this article.

Applioation of Sgo. 8. The money arising from any loan made, or

moner arlaing debt, or liability contracted, shall be applied to the object

*  specified in the act authorizing such debt or liability, or
to the re-payment of such debt or liability, and to no
other purpose whatever.

Papmentormen.  OEC- 9. No money shall ever be paid out of the treas-

ey out of the ury of this state, except in pursuance of an appropriation

treanz. by law.

Sec. 10. The credit ot the state shall never be given
or loaned in aid of apy individual, association or curpo-
Amendwentin ' Fation: [Nor shall there be any further issue of bonds

siopted Nov. danominated ¢¢ Minnesota state railroad bonds,” under

what purports to be an amendment tv seotion ten (10) of
ot article nine, (9) of the coustitution, adopted April
fifteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, which is here-
by expunged from the constitution, saving, excepting and
reserving to the state, nevertheless, all rights, remgdies
and forfeitures accruing under said amendment.] .

Tressrarastate.  SEC- 11, There shall be published by the treasurer, in

Fro Py Lo at least one newspaper printed at the seat of government,
during the first week of January in each year, and in the
next volume of the acts of the legislature, detailed state-
ments of moneys drawn from the treasury during the
Preceding year, for what purposes and to whom paid, and
by what law authorized, and also of all moneys received,
and by what authority, and for whom,
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Sec. 12. Suitable laws shall be passed by the legis- Sute and shool
lature for the safe-keeping, transfer and disbursement of nﬂﬂmwﬂ
the state and school funds, and all officers and other per- 23 -
sons charged with the same shall be required to give ample
security for all moneys and funds of any kind, to keep an
accurate entry of each sum received, and of each payment
and transfer, and if any of said officers or other per-
sons shall convert it to his own use in any form, or
shall loan, with or without interest, conirary to law, or
shall deposit in banks, or exchange for other funds, any
portion of the funde of the state, every such act shall be
adjudged to be an embezzlement of s0 much of the state
funde as ghall be thus taken, and shaell be declared a
felony ; and any failure to pay over or produce the state
or school funds entrusted to such person, on demand,
shall be held and taken to be prima facie evidence of such
embezzlement.

Sec. 13. The legislature may, by a two-thirds vote,
pass a general banking law, with the following restrictions
and requirements, viz. : Provixioes and

Firsi—The legislature shall have no power 1o pass any requiremeais for
law eanctioning in any manner, directly or indirectly, the *bsxis lav.
suspension of specie payments by any person, association
or corporation issuing bank notes of any description.

Second—The legislature shall provide by law for the
registry of all bills or notes issued or put in circulation
as money, and shall require ample security in United
States stock or state stocks for the redemption of the same
in specie, and in case of a depreciation of said stocks, or
any part thereof, to the amount of ten per cent. or more
on the dollar, the bank or banks owning said stock shall
be required to make up said deficiency by additional
stocks. .

Third—The stockholders in any corporation and joint
association for banking purposes issuing bank notes, shall
be individually liable in an amount equal to donble the
amount of stock owned by them for all the debts of such
corporation or association, and such individual liability
shall continue for one year after any transfer or sule of
stock by any stockholder or stockholders. .

Fourth—In case of the insolvency ot any bank or
banking association, the bill-holders thereof shall be enti-
tled to preterence in payment over all other creditors of
such bank or association.

Fifth—Any general banking law which may be passed
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in accordance with this article shall provide for recording
the names of all stockholders in such corporations, the
amount of stock held by each, the time of transfer, and
to whom transferred.
Skc. 14a. For the purpose of erecting and completing
B o Yo+ buildings for a bospital for the insane, a deaf, dumb and
Bpecal lncrease blind asylum, and state prison, the legislature may, by
law, incrense the public debt of the state, to an amount
not exceediag two hundred and fifty thonsand dollars, in
addition to the public debt already heretofore authorized
by the constitution, and for that purpose may provide by
law for issuing and negotiatiug the bouds of the state,
and appropriate the money only for the purpose aforesaid,
which bonds shall be payable in not less than ten nor
more than thirty years from the date of the same, at the
option of the state.
Sgc. 146, The législature shall not authorize any
Bec, 143, adopt- coUnty, township, city or other municipal corporation to
S hanenion of 2. 1850te bonds or to become indebted in any manner to aid
28,20 ©r  in the construction or equipment of any or all railroads
. to any amount that shall exceed ten per centum of the
value of the taxable property within such county, town-
ship, city or other municipal corporation. The amount
of such taxable property to be ascertained and determined
by the last assessment of said property made for the pur-
pose of state and county taxation previous to the incur-
ring of such indebtedness. ./

ARTICLE X.—0OrF CorroririoNs Havixe o BaNkmneg
PRIVILEGES.

SectioN 1. The term ¢¢ corporation,” as used in this
0t coparatiens article, shall ke construed to include all associations and
joint stock companies having any of the powers and priv-
ileges not possessed by individuals or partnerships, except
such as embrace banking privileges, and all corporations
shall have the right to sue, and shall be liable to be sued
in all courts in like manner as natural persons.
Seo. 2. No corporation shall be formed under special
acts, except for municipal purposes.
Sec. 8. Each stocl:lht}lder in any corporation, (ex-
Amended . 3, cepting those o ized for the purpose of carrying on
Jappied Nov- & any ki%d of manrl;gta:a?:turing or mechanical business,) shall
be liable to the amount of stock held or owned by him.,
SEeo. 4. Lands may be taken for public way, for the
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purpose of granting to any corporation the franchise of Linds Wre=
way for public use. In all cases, however, a fair and
equitable compensation shall be paid for such land, and
the damages arising from the taking of the same; but all
corporations being common carriers, enjoying the right
of way in pursuance of the provisions of this section,
shall be bound to carry the mineral, agricultural and
-other preductions or manufactures on equal and reason-
able terms.

ARTICLE XI,—CounTiEs AND TOWNsHIFS.

Seorion 1. The legisiature may, from time to time,

" establish and organize new counties, but no new county Jomtles, estab- *
shall contain less than four hundred square miles; nor gaoisationof,
shall any new county be reduced below that amount ; and

all lnws changing county lines in counties already organ-

ized, or for removing county seats, shall, before taking

effect, be submitted to the electors of the county or

counties to be affected thereby, at the next general

election after the passage thereof, and be adopted by a
majority of such electors. Counties now established may

be enlarged, but not reduced below four hundred (400)

square miles.

SEeo. 2. The legislatuze may organize any city into a Organtsation af
separate county when it has attained a population of citleslato sepa-
twenty thousand inbabitants, without reference to geo- ™ ™!
graphical extent, when a majority of the electors of the
county in which such city may be situated, voting thereon,
ghall be in favor of & separate organization.

Seo. 8. Laws may be passed providing for the organ-
ization for municipal and other town purposes, of any organieation of
congressional or fractional townships in the several coun- Wi
ties in the state, provided that when a township is divided
by county lines, or does not contain one hundred inhab-
itants), it may be attached to one or more adjoining town-
ships or parts of townships, for the purposes aforesaid.

Seo. 4, Provision shall be made by law for the election gecusn of town-
of such county or township officers as may be necessary, $lp sad county

SEc. 5. Any county and township organization shall
l;avlo such powers of local taxation as may be prescribed Locat taxatten,

y law.

Seo. 6. No money shall be drawn from any county or aeneysin county
township treasury, except by authority of law. or towashlp trea-

Sec. 7. That the county of Manomin is hereby abol-
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Sec. Ity ished, and that the territory heretofore comprising the
same shall constitute and be a part of the county of Any.

ARTICLE XIL.—Or THE MILITIA,

BSecrion 1, It shall be the duty of the legislature to
Miltis ergasise- pags such laws for the organization, discipline and service
of the militia of the state as may be deemed necessary.

ARTICLE XIII.—IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM
OrFICE.

SecrroN 1. The governor, secretary of state, treasurer,
Impesctmens.  Aditor, attorney general, and the judges of the supreme
and district courts, may be impeached for corrupt con-
duet in office, or for crimes and misdemeanors ; but judg-
ment in such cases shall not extend further than to removal
from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office
of honor, trust or profit in this state. The pmity con-
victed thereof shall nevertheless be liable and subject to
;ndictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to
aw.
Seo. 2. The legislature of this state may provide for
Bemaval from  the removal of inferior officers from office for malfeasance
or nonfeasance in the performance of their duties.
ﬂiSEo.f.’i. th oﬂitlsler shall exercise the dgti;sf of ﬁis
fanctions of im- Office after he shall have been impeached and before his
Tomeades. ™ acquittal. pe
SEC. 4. On the trial of an impeachment against the
o o Tmposen. gOvernor, the lisutenant governor shall not act as 2 mem-
ment of the Gev- her of the court.
Sec. 5. No person shall be tried on impeachment be-
Time allowed oo fore ke ehall have been served with a copy thereof, at loast
twenty days previous to the day set for trial.

ARTICLE XIV.—AMERDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

SecTiON 1. 'Whenever a majority of both houses of
Amadments to the legislature skall deem it necessary to alter or amend
constl! . . . .

how propesed  LRi8 constitution, they may propose such alterations or
admsde.  amendments, which proposed amendments shall be pub-
lished with the laws which have been passed at the same

gession, and said amendments shall be submitted to the

people for their approval or rejection; and if it shall ap-

pear in a manner to be provided by law, that a majority
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of voters present and voting shall have ratified such alter-
ationa or amendments, the same shall be valid to all
intents and purposes, as a part of this constitution. If two
or mare alterations or amendments shall be submitted at
the same time, it shall be so regulated that the voters
shall vote for or against each separately.

Sko. 2. Whenever two-thirds of the members elected
to each branch of the legislature shall think it necessary Scnsitadenl
to call a convention to revise this constitution, they shall cailed.
recommend to the electors to vote, at the next election
for members of the legislature, for or against a conven-
tion ; and if a majority of all the electors voting at said
election shall have voted for a convention, the legislature
shall at their next session, provide hy law for calling the
same., The convention shall consist of as many members
as the house of representatives, who shall be chosen in
the same manner, and ehall meet within three months
atter their election for the purpose aforesaid.

ARTICLE XV.—MISOELLANEOUS SUBJECTS.

SeorroN 1. The seat of government ot the state shall
be at the city of St. Paul, gbut. the legislature at their o, doven-
first, or any future session, may provide by law for a
change of the seat of government by & vote of the peo-
ple, or may locate the same wpon the land granted by
congress for a seat of government to the state; and in
the event of the seat of government being removed from
the city of St. Paul to auy other place in the state, the
capitol building and grounds shail be dedicated to an
institution for the promotion of science, literature and
the arts, to be organized hy the legislature of the state,
and of which institution the Minnesota Historical Society
shall always be a department.

SEc. 2. Persons residing on Indian lands within the 5
state shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of citizens, s e
as though they lived in auy other portion of the state;
and shall be subject o taxation.

8Ec. 8. The legislature shall provide for a uniform
oath or affirmation to be administered at elections, and Trtform oath
no person shall be compelled to take any other or different
form of oath to eatitle him to vote.

BSEC. 4. There shall bo a seal of the state, which shall
be kept by the secretary of state, and be used by him Seal of tho State.
officially, and shall be called by him the great seal of the

6
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state of Minnesota, and shall be attached to all official
acts of the governor (his signature to acts and resolves
of the legislature excepted) requiring authentication.
The legislature shall provide for an appropriate device
and motto for said seal.

SEec. 5. The territorial prison, as located under exist-
ing laws, shall, after the adoption of this constitution, be
and remain one of the state prisons of the state of Min-
nesota.

SCHEDULE.

Secrion 1. That no inconvenience may arise by reason
of a change from a territorial to a permanent state govern-
ment, it i8 declared that all rights, actions, prosecutions,
judgments, claims and contracts, as well of individuals as
of bodies corporate, shall continne as if no change had
taken place; and all process which may be issued under
the authority of the territory of Minnesota previous to its
admission into the Union of the United States, shall be
as valid as it issued in the name ot the state.

Sec. 2, All laws now in force in the territory of Min-
nesota, not repugnant to this constitution, shall remain in
force until they expire by their own limitation, or be
altered or repealed by the legislature.

Seo. 3. All fines, penalties or forfeitures aceruing to
the territory of Minnesota, shall inure to the state.

Sko. 4. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which
may be taken before the change from a territorial fo a
permanent state government, shall remain valid, and shall
pass to and may be prosecuted in the name of the state,
and all bonds executed to the governor of the territory,
or to any other officer or court in his or their official
capacity, shall pass to the governor or state authority,
and their successors in office, for the uses therein respec-
tively expressed, and may be sued for and recovered
accordingly ; and all the estate of property, real, personal
or mixed, and all judgments, bonds, specialties, choses in
action, and claims and debts of whatsoever description,
of the territory ot Minnesota, shall inure to and vest in
the state of Minnesota, and may be sued for and recovered
in the same manner and to the same extent by the state
ot Minnesota as the same could have been by the territory
of Minnesota. All criminal prosecutions and penal actions
which may have arisen or which may arise before the
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change from a territorial to a state government, and
which shall then be pending, shall be prosecuted to judg-
ment and execution in the name of the state. All offenses
committed against the laws of the territory of Minnesota,
before the change from a territorial to a siate government,
and which shall not be prosecuted before such change,
may be prosecuted in the name and by the authority of
the state of Minnesota, with like effect as though such
change had not taken place, and all penalties incurred
shell remain the same as if this constitution had not been
adopted. All actions at law and suits in equity which
may be pending in any of the courts of the territory of
Minnesota, at the time of the change from a territorial
to a state government, may be continued and transferred
to any court of the state which shall have jurisdiction of
the subject matter thereof.

Seo. 5. All territorial officers, civil and military, now
holding their offices under the authority of the United Temiiorisl oft
States or of the territory of Minnesota, shall continue to oatll smpereeded.
hold and exercise their respective offices until they shall
be superceded by the aunthority of the state.

Sec. 6. The first session of the legislature of the ,  _ .~
state of Minnesota shall commence on the first Wednes- legtaisturs,
day of December next, and be held at the capitol, in the
city of Saint Paul.

Seo. 7. Tho laws regulating the election and q.ualiﬁ-
cation of all district, county and precinct officersy shall Election laws
continue and be in force until the legislature shall other-
wise provide by law.

Seo. 8. The president of the convention sha]l, imme-
diately after the adjournment thereof, cause this constitu- Jeosthatlon mb-
tion to be deposited in tho office of the governor of the peopte.
territory, and if after the submission of the same to a vote
of the people, as hereinafter provided, it shall appear that
it has been adopted by a vote of the people of the state,
then the governor shall forward a certified copy of the
same, together with an abstract of the votes polled for
and ageinst the said constitutivn, to the President of the
United States, to be by him laid before tbe congress of
the United States.

Sec, 9. For the purposes of the first election, the state
shall constituta one district, and shall elect three mem- fepcewciatives
bers to the house of representatives of the United States.

Seo. 10. For the purposes of the first election for
members of state senate and the house of representatives,
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r the stato shall be divided into senatorial and representa-

fslative districts. tive districts, as follows, viz.: 1st district, Washington

e

county ; 2d district, Ramsey county; 3d distriet, Dakota
county ; 4th district, so much of Hennepin county as lies
west of the Mississippi; Hth district, Rice county; 6th
district, Goodhue county ; 7th district, Scott county; 8th
district, Olmsted county ; 9th district, Fillmore county ;
10th district, Houston county; 11th district, Winona
county ; 12th district, Wabasha county; 13th district,
Mower and Dodge counties; 14th distriet, Freeborn and
Faribanlt counties; 15th distriet, Steele and Waseca
counties; 16th district, Blue Xarth and LeSueur coun-
ties ; 17th district, Nicollet and Brown counties; 18th
distriet, Sibley, Renville and McLeod counties ; 19th dis-
trict, Carver and Wright counties ; 20th district, Benton,
Stearns and Mecker counties; 21st district, Morrison,
Crow Wing and Mille Lacs counties; 22d district, Cass,
Pembina and Todd counties; 23d district, so much of
Hennepin county as lies east of the Mississippi; 24th dis-
trict, Sherburne, Anocka and Maunomin counties; 25th
distriet, Chissgo, Pine and Isanti counties; 26th district,
Buchanen, Carlton, St. Louis, Lake and Itasca counties.

Sec. 11. The counties of Brown, Stearns, Todd, Cass,
Pembina and Renville, as applied in the preceding sec-
tion, shall not be deemed to include any territory west of
the state line, but shall be deemed to include all counties
and phrts of counties east of said line as were created out
of the territory of either, at the lest session of the legis-
lature.

Seo. 12. The senators and representatives at the first
election shall be epportioned amang the several Senatorial
and representative districts as follows, to.wit:

;gﬁ dlsHICt ------------ 2 aen:bors ............ 8 representatives.
------------------------ bl
ad % Sesandgoreny 2 o peveassrrara g *
4th % cciavenveres 2 B eeressrssens 4 e
Sth %  seeveccsnese 2 B eererersasse 3 o
6th  * e.cevcccnree I % . ceeses 4 o
Tth % cavevenesans 1 o eerrrrrrenne ) o
8th * .ccvusacness 2 B siveavetsees 4 4
9th “ ..icsvenesas 2 o seereranaras [ “
10th % ceserannvnes 2 . eieisvmeeres 8 &
11th ¥ L caiaianens 2 # erereamesase 4 ¢
12th “F  cassicccnnns 1 B pedissessaen 3 &
18th  “  .....iiains ] B iisisesans ] "
I4th % iieveenens 1 L 8 o
I5th ¢ ..eveeviaaes 1 . eeiiersiens 4 "
16th ¥ eeewrcasanes 1 L T g 3 *

17th % sivvcvennses 1 " 3 i
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18th district--secvaaerae lgenator .cocvaecenne 8 representatives.
19th ¥ seereconvens 1 € esasmssnans 3 u“
90th ¥ ceeeevinaans 1 B riascssnas 3 i
2188 ¥ seerensavens 1 L 1 "
22d e esersarere 1 “ vansasssmana 1 "
”d B eseresmaw LE L] 1 o e essenaaas 2 L
24th &  cicevrisnnie g 1 L
BEth % .creerassees 1 o isaaerees 1 "
86th ¢ seeeeesiaees 1 € edrsssaveas 1 "
a7 80

Smo. 13. The returns from the 22d district shail be
made to and canvassed by the judges of election at the
precinct of Otter Tail City.

Skc. 14. Until the legislature shall otherwise provide,
the state shall be divided into judicial districts as tol- Jodisial sppor-
lows, viz. :

The counties of Washington, Chisago, Manomin, Anoka,
Isanti, Pine. Buchanan, Carlton, St. Louis, and Lake,
ehall constitute the first judicial district.

The county of Ramsey shall constitute the second judi-
eial district.

The counties of Houston, Winona, Fillmore, Olmsted,
and Wabasha, shall constitute the third judicial district.

The counties of Hennepin, Carver, Wright, Meeker,
Sherburne, Beaton, Stearns, Morrison, Crow Wing, Mille
Lacs, Itasca, Pembina, Todd, and Cass, shall constitute
the fourth judicial district.

The counties of Dakota, Goodhue, Scott, Rice, Steele,
Waseca, Dodge, Mower, and Freeborn, shall coastitute
the fifth judicial district.

The counties of Lie Sueur, Sibley, Nicollet, Blue Earth,
Faribault, McLeod, Renville, Brown, and other counties
in the state, not incleded within the other distriets, shall
constitute the sixth judicial district.

Sec. 15. Each of the foregoing enumerated judicial
districts may, at the first election, elect one prosecuting
attorney for the district.

Sec. 16. Upon the second Tuesday, the 13th day of
Qctober, 1857, an election shall be held for members of Firs etection,
tbe house ot representatives of the United States, gov-
ernor, lieutenant-governor, supreme and district judges,
members of the legislature, and all other officers desig-
nated in this constitution, and also for the submission of
this constitution to the people for their adopiion or re-
jection.

Seo. 17. Upon the day so designated as aforesaid,
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Yowrs 84 0 avery free white male inhabitant over the age of twenty-
one years, who shall have resided within the limits of
the state for ten days previous to the day of said election,
may vote for all officers to be eclected under this conatitu-
tion at such election, and also for or against the adoption
of this constitution.

Skc. 18. In voting for or against the adoption of this
x‘;‘:ﬁg_‘“ e constitution, the words ¢¢ for constitution,” cr ‘ against
constitution,” may be written or printed on the ticket of
each voter, but no voter shall vote for or against this
constitution on a separate ballot from that cust by him for
officers to be clected at said election under this consti-
tution ; and if, upon the canvass of the votes so polled,
it shall appear that there was a greater number of votes
polled for than against said constitution, then this con-
stitution shall be deemed to be adopted as the constitution
of the state of Minnesota, and all the provisions and
obligations of this constitution, and of the schedule here-
unto attached, shall thereafter be valid to all intents and
purposes as the constitution of said state.
Seo, 19. At said election the polls shall be opened,

Eleclon howoor- the election held, returns made and certificates issued in

ducted. all respects as provided by law for opening, closing and
conducting elections and msking returns of the same,
except as hereinbefore specified, and excepting also that
polls may be opened and elections held at any point or
points, in any of the counties where precincts may be
established as provided by law, ten days previous to the
day of election, not less than ten miles from the place of
voting in any established precinct.

SEc. 20. Tt shall be the duty of the judges and clerks

Poll boern to be Of election, in addition to the returns required by law for

forwardsd. each precinct, to forward to the secretary of the territory,
by mail, immediately after the close of the election, a cer-
tified copy of the poll book containing the name of each
person who has voted in the precinct, and the number of
votes polled for and against the adoption of this con-
stitution,

SEec. 21. The returns of said election for and against

Beturas of elec. thig constitution, and for all state officers and members
of the house of representatives of the United States, shall
be made and certiticates issued in the manner now pre-
scribed by law for returning votes given for delegate to
congress, and the returns of all district officers, judicial,
legislative or otherwise, shall be msade to the register of



STATE OF MINNESOTA. 47

deeds, of the senior county in each district, in the man-
ner prescribed by law, except as otherwise provided.
The 1eturns for ail officers elected at large shall be can-
vassed by the governor of the territory, assisted by Joseph
R. Brown and Thomas J. Galbraith, at the time desig-
nated by law for canvassing the vote for delegate to
congress.

Sko. 22. If, upon canvassing the votes for and against
the adoption of this constitution, it shall appear that there [{uetstutionnot
has been polled a greater number of votes against than )
for it, then no certificate of election shall be issued for
any state or district officer provided for in this constitu-
tion, and no state organization shall have validity within
the limits of the territory uatil otherwise provided for,
and uatil a constitution for a state government shall have
been adopted by the people.

AMENDMERT TO SECTION TEN, ARTICLE NINE OF THE
CONSTITUTION. .

Be it enacted by the Legisiature of the State of Minnesola :

Seo. 10. The credit of this state shall never be given
or loaned in #id of any individusal, association or corpora- filfsd Apd
tion; except that for the purpose of expediting the con-
struction of the lines of railroads, in aid of which the
congresy of the United States has granted lands to the
territory of Minnesota, the governor shall cause to be Exesoglos
issued and delivered to each of the companies in which epted Nov.s, 0.
said grants are vested by the legislative assembly of Min-
nesota, the special bonds of the state, bearing an interest
of seven per cent. per annum, payable semi-sonually in
the city of New York, as a loan of public credit, to an
amount not exceeding twelve hundred and fifty thousand ed o raliroads,
dollars, or an aggregate amount to all of said companies
not exceeding five millions ot dollars, in manner follow-
ing, to wit:

henever either of the said companies shall produce

to the governor satisfactory evidence, verified by the affi- Jmesnt $5,000-
davits of the chief engineer, treasurer and two directors
of said company, that any ten miles of the road of eaid
company hag becn actuslly constructed and completed,
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ready for placing the superstructure thereon, the governor
shall canse to be issued and delivered to such company,
bonds to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars 3
and whenever thereafter, and as often as either of said
companies shall produce to the governor, like evidenrce of

Bondsto lums tor. & further construction of ten miles of iis road, as afore-

what work by 5aid, then the governor shall cause to be issued to such

raliroad company ompany further like bonds to the amount of one hundred
thousand dollars for each and every ten miles of road thus
constructed ; and whenever such company shall furnish
like evidence that any ten miles of its road is actually
completed and cars running thereon, the governor shall
cause’ to be issued to such company like bonds to the
amount of one hundred thousand dollars; ard whenever
thereafter, and aa often as either of said companies shall
produce to the governor like evidence that any further
ten miles of said road is in operation as aforesaid, the
governor shall cause to be issued to such company further
like bonds to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars
until the full amount of the bonds hereby authorized shall
be issued ; Provided, That two-fifths, and no more, of all
bonds issued to the Southern Minnesota Railroad Com-
pany, shall be expended in the construction and equip-
ment of the line of road from LaCrescent to the point of
junction with the Transit road, as provided by law. .dnd
further provided, That the Minneapolis and Cedar Valley
Railroad Company shall commence the construction of
their road at Faribault and Minneapolis, and shall grade
an equal number of miles from each of said places.

The said bonds thus issued shall be denominated ¢¢ Min-
nesota State Railroad Bonds,” and the faith and credit of
this state are hereby pledged for the payment of the in-

Namo of bonas voTEEL 20d the redemption of the principal thereof. They
sad tevmsthercor shall be signed by the governor, countersigned and regis-
tered by the treasurer, sealed with the seal of the state,
of denominations not exceeding one thousand dollars,
payable to the order of the company to whom issued,
transferable by the endorsement of the president of the
said company, and redeemable at any time after ten and
before the expiration of twenty-five years from the date
thereof. Within thirty days after the governor shall pro-
claim that the people have voted for a loan of state credit to
railroads, any of said companies proposing to avail them-
selves of the loan herein provided for, and to accept the
conditions of the same, shall notify the governor thercof,
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and shall, within sixty days, commence the construction
of their roads, and shsll, within two years thereafter, con-
. struct ready for the superstructure, at least fitty (50) miles
ot their road. Each company shall make provision  for
the punctual payment and redemption of all bonds issued
and delivered as atoresaid, to said company, and for the ates
punctual payment of the interest which shall accrue there- provids m:m.
on, in such manner as to exonerate the treasury of this meiarrrzdre!
state from any advances of money for that purpose; and
as security therefor, the governor shall demand and re-
ceive from each of said companies, before uny of gaid
bonds are issued, an instrumeat pledging the net profits
of its road, for the payment of said interest, and a con-
veyance to the state of the first two hundred and forty
gections of land, free from prior incumbrances, which such
company is or may be authorized to sell in trust for the
better security of the treasury of the state from loss on
said bonds, which said deed of irust shall authorize the

overnor and secretary of state to make conveyances of fucd, Parmest
title to all or any of such Jands, to purchasers agreeing
with the respective railroad companies theretor.

Provided, That before releasing the interest of the

state to such lands, such sale shall be approved by the

overnor, baut the proceeds of nll such sales ghall be
applied to the payment of interest accruing upon the
bonds in case of default of the payment of the same, and
as a sinking fund to meet any future default in the pay-
ment of interest and principal thereof when due; and as
further security, an amount of first mortgage bonds on
the roads, lands and franchises of the respective compa-
njes, corresponding to the state bonds issued, shall be
transferred to the treasurer of the state at the time of
the issue of state honds; and in case either of said com-
panies shall make default in paymaent of either the interest
or principal of the honds issued to said companies by the
governor, no more state bonds shall thereatter be issued
to said company, and the governor shall proceed in such
manner as may be prescribed by law, to sell the bonde ot
the defaulting company or companies, or the lands held
in trust as above, or may require a foreclosure of the
mortgage executed to secure the same: Provided, That
if any company so in defaunlt, before the day of sale shall &t wail fortes
pay all interest and principal then due, and all expenses g i 1n oy
incurred by the state, no sale shall take place, and the
right of’ said company shall not be impaired to a further
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loan of state credit: Provided, If apy of said companies
shall at any time offer to pay the principal together with:
the interest that may then be due upon any of the Minne-
sota state railroad bonde, which may have been issued
under the provisions of this section, then the treasurer of
state ghall receive the same; and the liabilities of said
company or companies in respeot to said bonds shall coase
upon such payment into the state treasury of principal,
together with the interest as aforesaid : Provided further,
That in consideration of the loan of state credit herein
provided, that the company or companies which may
accept the bonds of the state in the manner herein speci-
fied, shall, as a condition thereof, each complete not less
than fifty miles of its road on or before the expiration of
the year 1861, and not less than one hundred miles before

Stipulations son- '€ Year 1864, and complete four- fifths of the entire length

cerntng the com- Of its road before the year 1866 ; and any failure on the

Diroaze’ ™ part of any such company to complete the number of
miles of its road or roads, in the manner and within the
several times herein prescribed, shall forfeit to the atate
all the right, title and interest of any kind whatsoever in
snd to any lands, together with the franchises connected
with the same not pertaining or applicable to the portion
of the road by them constructed, and a fee simple to
which has not accrued to either of said companies, by
reason of such construction, which was granted to the
company or companies thus failing to comply with the
provisions hereof, by act of the legislature of the terri-
tory ot Minnesota, vesting ssid land in said companies

- respectively.



